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incident must have occurred after the writing
of the first prologue and before the writing
of the second, for while the whole poem is
written in Queen Anne's honour, the second
prologue contains numerous passages ex-
pressing the poet's gratitude and affection,
which are not found in the first. She is

.... of alle floures flour,
Fulfilled of al vertu and honour.

She is the clernesse and the verray light
That in this derke worlde me wynt and ledeth,

For as the sonne wol the fyr disteyne 1
So passeth al my lady sovereyne,
That is so good, so fair, so debonaire;
I prey to god that ever falle Mr faire !

Another striking change in the second version
is the omission of certain too explicit lines in
which the poet had dared to set forth the
duties of kings towards their subjects. Part
of this wise advice still remains, but evidently
Chaucer found it dangerous to call Richard's
attention to the necessity for hearing his
people's petitions and complaints, aad the
later version contents itself with a more
general statement that kings should

1 will make fire dim.